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[Venezia : Orfeo 
Dalla Carta] : a San 
Luca al segno del 
Diamante, 1551 (In 
Vinegia : per Comin 
da Trino di 
Monferrato, 1551). 
 
Copy from 
Biblioteca di S. 
Rocco 
in Rovereto 
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Dear Librarian:  
 

We are attempting to identify a 16c edition of Giovanni Francesco Straparola's "Le piacevoli notti", a book which was popular in the sixteenth 
century.  It is an interesting copy because it is signed by the owner, a Florentine woman presumably contemporary with the publication. 
 
Our edition is missing most of the first 25 pp including front matter, so identification via fingerprint is impossible.  
 
There is a loose page 9, which on recto  begins:  quale allhora a molto piu si gode 

and ends with dire lo dovesse, fino a tanto, ch'egli intendesse il voler 
The first bound page is 25 which on recto gives  "che noi non lo mandiamo a casa"  
and ends with -ti, che se morta fosti a terra caderai, e poi lascia lo ca- 
Using these two pages as our guide, we have examined editions (mostly Venetian) from 1551, 1554, 1556, 1558, 1560, 1580, 1586, 1598, 
1599, 1608, in libraries ranging from Bavaria to Florence, but none of them fit.  We have not yet been able to see the Comin da Trino example, 
which is supposedly the standard (BL possesses a copy); and I do not know who published the BL's 1569 example.   
 
To sum up, I note that the BL possesses two possible candidates: 
 
Title: Le piacevoli notti di M. Giovanfrancesco Straparola da Carauaggio, etc. 
Author: Giovanni Francesco STRAPAROLA 

Publication Details: Vinegia : per Comin da Trino, 1557.  
Identifier: System number 003522026  
Related Titles: [Le piacevoli notti di M. Giovanfrancesco Straparola da Carauaggio, etc.] 2 pt. Vinegia, 1560. 8º. (Uk)MP1.0003761741.1  
Physical Description: 2 tom. ; 8º.  
Shelfmark(s): General Reference Collection G.10090,91.  
UIN: BLL01003522026 

 
Title: Le tredeci piacevoli notti, etc. 
Author: Giovanni Francesco STRAPAROLA 

Publication Details: Vinegia, 1569.  
Identifier: System number 003522028  
Physical Description: 2 pt. ; 8º.  
Shelfmark(s): General Reference Collection 1074.e.22.  
UIN: BLL01003522028 

 
The BL possesses a third copy at General Reference Collection 245.e.21-22, but our edition appears to be the later one-volume edition. 
I would be grateful for any assistance. 
Yours truly, 
Brendan Dooley 

Renaissance Studies 

University College Cork 

CACSSS/Graduate School 
Cork, IE 
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 Printing a prohibited book 



Giovanni 
Francesco "Gianfrancesco“ 
Straparola (c. 1480 – c. 1557)  
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Session XXV (1663) 



ms read up to 103r 

Session XXV (1663) 









Masuccio Salernitano (1410–
1475),  
published Il novellino,  of which  
novel 33, Mariotto and 
Ganozza, was later adapted as 
Giulietta e Romeo 



Girolamo Morlini’s Novellae 
(Naples: Jean Pasquet de 
Sallo, 1520), of which 23 
stories were translated and 
published by Straparola in his 
Pleasant Nights 



Straparola Pleasant Nights 
Notable Stories 
 
The Pig King, an early form of Beauty and the Beast 
 
Costantino Fortunato, the oldest known variant of Puss-in-Boots 
 
Ancilotto, King of Provino, the oldest known variant of The Dancing Water, the 
Singing Apple, and the Speaking Bird 
 
Biancabella and the Snake 
 
Maestro Lattantio and His Apprentice Dionigi 
 
Guerrino and the Savage Man, the oldest known variant of Iron John[5] 
 
Fortunio, the earliest European appearance of a story about killing or injuring 
someone while attempting to shoo away a fly (Aarne-Thompson-Uther type  no. 
1586) 
 
Costanza / Costanzo 
 

What’s in a prohibited book 



NAUGHTY BITS 
 
 
Night 1 story 5:  about a bawdy priest who made love to 
Polissena, wife of Demetrio Bazzariotto of Venice, which 
features scenes like this: 
  
“The priest, who had already been advertised of the 
departure of Demetrio, and cared neither for wind nor rain, 
was waiting for the hour of assignation. When he gave the 
sign the door was open to him, and as soon as he was inside, 
Polissena greeted him with sweet and passionate kisses; 
while the husband, who was concealed in the passage over 
the way, saw all that went on, and being no longer able to 
contradict his friend’s assertion, was altogether 
overwhelmed, and burst into tears on account of the 
righteous grief which possessed him.”  
 



My lady seats her in a chair, 
And raises then her skirt with care; 
And as I know she waits for me, 
I bring her what she fain would see. 
Then soft I lift her dainty leg, 
Whereon she cries, “Hold, hold, I beg! 
It is too strait, and eke too small; 
Be gentle, or you’ll ruin all.” 
And so to give her smallest pain, 
I try once more, and eke again. (5:5) 

The subject is ...  

THE ENIGMAS  GAME OF STRAPAROLA:  “Guess the Subject” 
 
End of Night 5, Story 5 



My lady seats her in a chair, 
And raises then her skirt with care; 
And as I know she waits for me, 
I bring her what she fain would see. 
Then soft I lift her dainty leg, 
Whereon she cries, “Hold, hold, I beg! 
It is too strait, and eke too small; 
Be gentle, or you’ll ruin all.” 
And so to give her smallest pain, 
I try once more, and eke again. (5:5) 

THE ENIGMAS  GAME OF STRAPAROLA:  “Guess the Subject” 
 
End of Night 5, Story 5 

The subject is ... TIGHT SHOES  



Who was Angelica 
Baldachini? 
 
 

sofonisba anguissola 1557 self portrait 
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Sable per 
pale three 
wavy lines 
dexter 
azure and 
sinister a 
bar azure 
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Governor of 
Perugia, 
Poet, 
Etc. 



What’s in a name? 
 
(research in the  
Capponi Library) 





Current scholarship on reading in the C16 



What are people 
reading in the C16? 
 
 
Christian Bec,  Les livres 
des florentins (Olschki, 
1984) 
 
 
Florence, Archivio di 
Stato, Pupilli, 
vol. 2654 



Florence, Archivio di Stato, Pupilli, filza 2655,  
folios 572r-573r 

A Lady’s Library? 



Cosimo’s Books 

Florence, Archivio di Stato, 
Guardaroba medicea, 
28 





Leandro Perini, “Contributo alla ricostruzione della biblioteca privata dei granduchi di 
Toscana nel XVI secolo,” Studi di storia medievale e moderna per Ernesto Sestan 
(Firenze : Leo S. Olschki, 1980), pp. 571-668 



 
2. Women read “dangerous” books and were not 

afraid to assert their possession of such books 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
1.  Angelica Baldacchini owned this book 

 
 

3. This book made a strong enough impression on one 
woman that she informed  all posterity, including 
us, that she was here. 

 


